Joint declaration on Israel’s Gaza offensive - 1 August 2014

The International Community Must End Israel’s Collective Punishment of the Civilian
Population in the Gaza Strip

As international and criminal law scholars, human rights defenders, legal experts and individuals
who firmly believe in the rule of law and in the necessity for its respect in times of peace and
more so in times of war, we feel the intellectual and moral duty to denounce the grave
violations, mystification and disrespect for the most basic principles of the laws of armed conflict
and of the fundamental human rights of the entire Palestinian population committed during the
ongoing lIsraeli offensive in the Gaza Strip. We also condemn the launch of rockets from the
Gaza Strip, as every indiscriminate attack against civilians, regardless of the identity of the
perpetrators, is not only illegal under international law but also morally intolerable. However, as
also implicitly noted by the UN Human Rights Council in its Resolution of 23 July 2014, the two
parties to the conflict cannot be considered equal, and their actions — once again — appear to be
of incomparable magnitude.

Once again it is the unarmed civilian population, the ‘protected persons’ under International
humanitarian law (IHL), who is in the eye of the storm. Gaza’s civilian population has been
victimized in the name of a falsely construed right to self-defence, in the midst of an escalation
of violence provoked in the face of the entire international community. The so-called Operation
Protective Edge erupted during an ongoing armed conflict, in the context of a prolonged
belligerent occupation that commenced in 1967. In the course of this ongoing conflict thousands
of Palestinians have been killed and injured in the Gaza Strip during recurrent and ostensible
‘ceasefire’ periods since 2005, after Israel’s unilateral ‘disengagement’ from the Gaza Strip. The
deaths caused by Israel’'s provocative actions in the Gaza Strip prior to the latest escalation of
hostilities must not be ignored as well.

According to UN sources, over the last three weeks, at least 1,373 Palestinians in Gaza have
been killed and 8,265, including 2,502 children and 1,626 women, have been injured. Several
independent sources indicate that only 15 per cent of the casualties were combatants. Entire
families have been murdered. Hospitals, clinics, as well as a rehabilitation centre for disabled
persons have been targeted and severely damaged. During one single day, on Sunday 20"
July, more than 100 Palestinian civilians were killed in Shuga’iya, a residential neighbourhood of
Gaza City. This was one of the bloodiest and most aggressive operations ever conducted by
Israel in the Gaza Strip, a form of urban violence constituting a total disrespect of civilian
innocence. Sadly, this was followed only a couple of days later by an equally destructive attack
on Khuza’a, East of Khan Younis.

Additionally, the offensive has already caused widespread destruction of buildings and
infrastructure: according to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, over
3,300 houses have been targeted resulting in their destruction or severe damage.

As denounced by the UN Fact-Finding Mission (FFM) on the Gaza conflict in the aftermath of
Israel’s ‘Operation Cast Lead’ in 2008-2009: “While the lIsraeli Government has sought to
portray its operations as essentially a response to rocket attacks in the exercise of its right to
self defence, the Mission considers the plan to have been directed, at least in part, at a different
target: The people of Gaza as a whole” (A/HRC/12/48, par. 1883). The same can be said for the
current Israeli offensive.


http://www.ochaopt.org/documents/humanitarian_Snapshot_31July2014_oPt_V2.pdf
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The civilian population in the Gaza Strip is under direct attack and many are forced to leave
their homes. What was already a refugee and humanitarian crisis has worsened with a new
wave of mass displacement of civilians: the number of IDPs has reached more than 457,000,
many of whom have obtained shelter in overcrowded UNRWA schools, which unfortunately are
no safe areas as demonstrated by the repeated attacks on the UNRWA school in Beit Hanoun.
Everyone in Gaza is traumatized and living in a state of constant terror. This result is intentional,
as lIsrael is again relying on the ‘Dahiya doctrine’, which deliberately has recourse to
disproportionate force to inflict suffering on the civilian population in order to achieve political (to
exert pressure on the Hamas Government) rather than military goals.

In so doing, Israel is repeatedly and flagrantly violating the law of armed conflict, which
establishes that combatants and military objectives may be targeted, i.e. ‘those objects which by
their nature, location, purpose or use make an effective contribution to military action and whose
total or partial destruction, capture or neutralization, in the circumstances ruling at the time,
offers a definite military advantage.” Most of the recent heavy bombings in Gaza lack an
acceptable military justification and, instead, appear to be designed to terrorize the civilian
population. As the ICRC clarifies, deliberately causing terror is unequivocally illegal under
customary international law.

In its Advisory Opinion in the Nuclear Weapons case, the ICJ stated that the principle of
distinction, which requires belligerent States to distinguish between civilians and combatants, is
one of the “cardinal principles” of international humanitarian law and one of the “intransgressible
principles of international customary law”.

The principle of distinction is codified in Articles 48, 51(2) and 52(2) of the Additional Protocol |
of 1977 to the 1949 Geneva Conventions, to which no reservations have been made. According
to Additional Protocol |, “attacks” refer to “acts of violence against the adversary, whether in
offence or in defence” (Article 49). Under both customary international law and treaty law, the
prohibition on directing attacks against the civilian population or civilian objects is absolute.
There is no discretion available to invoke military necessity as a justification.

Contrary to Israel’'s claims, mistakes resulting in civilian casualties cannot be justified: in case of
doubt as to the nature of the target, the law clearly establishes that an object which is normally
dedicated to civilian purposes (such as schools, houses, places of worship and medical
facilities), is presumed as not being used for military purposes. During these past weeks, UN
officials and representatives have repeatedly called on Israel to strictly abide by the principle of
precaution in carrying out attacks in the Gaza Strip, where risks are greatly aggravated by the
very high population density, and maximum restraint must be exercised to avoid civilian
casualties. HRW has noted that these rules exist to minimize mistakes and “when such
mistakes are repeated, it raises the concern of whether the rules are being disregarded.”

Moreover, even when targeting clear military objectives, Israel consistently violates the principle
of proportionality: this is particularly evident with regard to the hundreds of civilian houses
destroyed by the Israeli army during the current military operation in Gaza. With the declared
intention to target a single member of Hamas, Israeli forces have bombed and destroyed
houses although occupied as residencies by dozens of civilians, including women, children, and
entire families.

It is inherently illegal under customary international law to intentionally target civilian objects,
and the violation of such a fundamental tenet of law can amount to a war crime. Issuing a
‘warning’ — such as Israel’s so-called roof knocking technique, or sending an SMS five minutes


http://www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/docs/12session/A-HRC-12-48.pdf
http://www.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v1_rul_rule2
http://www.hrw.org/news/2014/07/17/dispatches-explaining-four-dead-boys-gaza-beach
http://www.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v1_rul_rule14
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before the attack - does not mitigate this: it remains illegal to wilfully attack a civilian home
without a demonstration of military necessity as it amounts to a violation of the principle of
proportionality. Moreover, not only are these ‘warnings’ generally ineffective, and can even
result in further fatalities, they appear to be a pre-fabricated excuse by Israel to portray people
who remain in their homes as ‘human shields’.

The indiscriminate and disproportionate attacks, the targeting of objectives providing no
effective military advantage, and the intentional targeting of civilians and civilian houses have
been persistent features of Israel’s long-standing policy of punishing the entire population of the
Gaza Strip, which, for over seven years, has been virtually imprisoned by an Israeli imposed
closure. Such a regime amounts to a form of collective punishment, which violates the
unconditional prohibition set forth in Article 33 of the Fourth Geneva Convention and has been
internationally condemned for its illegality. However, far from being effectively opposed by
international actors, Israel’s illegal policy of absolute closure imposed on the Gaza Strip has
relentlessly continued, under the complicit gaze of the international community of States.

*k%k

As affirmed in 2009 by the UN Fact Finding Mission on the Gaza Conflict: “Justice and respect
for the rule of law are the indispensable basis for peace. The prolonged situation has created a
justice crisis in the Occupied Palestinian Territory that warrants action” (A/HRC/12/48, para.
1958) Indeed: “long-standing impunity has been a key factor in the perpetuation of violence in
the region and in the reoccurrence of violations, as well as in the erosion of confidence among
Palestinians and many Israelis concerning prospects for justice and a peaceful solution to the
conflict”. (A/HRC/12/48, para. 1964)

Therefore,

e We welcome the Resolution adopted on 23 July 2014 by the UN Human Rights Council,
in which an independent, international commission of inquiry was established to
investigate all violations of international humanitarian law and international human rights
law in the Occupied Palestinian Territory.

e We call upon the United Nations, the Arab League, the European Union, individual
States, in particular the United States of America, and the international community in its
entirety and with its collective power to take action in the spirit of the utmost urgency to
put an end to the escalation of violence against the civilian population of the Gaza Strip,
and to activate procedures to hold accountable all those responsible for violations of
international law, including political leaders and military commanders. In particular:

- All regional and international actors should support the immediate conclusion of a
durable, comprehensive, and mutually agreed ceasefire agreement, which must secure
the rapid facilitation and access of humanitarian aid and the opening of borders to and
from Gaza;

- All High Contracting Parties to the Geneva Conventions must be urgently and
unconditionally called upon to comply with their fundamental obligations, binding at all
times, and to act under common Article 1, to take all measures necessary for the
suppression of grave breaches, as clearly imposed by Article 146 and Article 147 of the
Fourth Geneva Convention; these rules are applicable by all interested parties as well;

- Moreover, we denounce the shameful political pressures exerted by several UN Member
States and the UN on President Mahmoud Abbas, to discourage recourse to the


http://www.icrc.org/customary-ihl/eng/docs/v1_rul_rule103
http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/SpecialSessions/Session21/Pages/21stSpecialSession.aspx
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International Criminal Court (ICC), and we urge the Governmental leaders of Palestine
to invoke the jurisdiction of the ICC, by ratifying the ICC treaty and in the interim by
resubmitting the declaration under Article 12(3) of the Rome Statute, in order to
investigate and prosecute the serious international crimes committed on the Palestinian
territory by all parties to the conflict; and

The UN Security Council must finally exercise its responsibilities in relation to peace and
justice by referring the situation in Palestine to the Prosecutor of the ICC.
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Aoife Corcoran, Human Rights Researcher, (UCL Human Rights graduate), London,
United Kingdom

Francesco Costamagna, Assistant Professor of EU Law, University of Turin, Italy

Jamil Dakwar, International Human Rights Lawyer, New York, USA

Fredrik Danelius, LLM, former lecturer in international law, Lund University, Sweden, Oslo
University, Norway, former editor-in-chief of Nordic Journal of International Law

Shane Darcy, lecturer, Irish Centre for Human Rights, National University of Ireland,
Galway, Northern Ireland

Nasrin Dashty, Barrister, Associate Special Assistant, ICC, The Hague, The Netherlands
Birju M. Dattani, Barrister and PhD Student in International Law, SOAS University of
London, UK

Gail Davidson, Director, Lawyers against the War, USA

Mark de Barros, Lecturer in Law, Université Paris Il Panthéon, Assas/Attorney at Law,
New York Bar, France/USA

Emanuele De Franco, Lecturer in Criminal Law, University Federico Il, Solicitor, Naples,
Italy

Javier De Lucas, Professor of Law, Human Rights Institute, University of Valencia, Spain
Fanny Declercq, LLM, Leiden University, The Hague, The Netherlands

Géraud de La Pradelle, Emeritus Professor International Law, France
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Adele Del Guercio, Researcher in International Law, University L'Orientale, Naples, Italy
Cristina de la Serna-Sandoval, lawyer and human rights consultant, Spain

Francesca De Vittor, Researcher in International Law, Universita Cattolica del Sacro
Cuore, Milan, Italy

Saverio Di Benedetto, Senior Lecturer of International Law, Universita del Salento, Italy
Mahmoud Dodeen, Lawyer and Professor of Law, Birzeit University, Palestine

Linn Ddring, Lawyer, PhD Candidate, Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International
Criminal Law, Freiburg, Germany

Pierre-Emmanuel Dupont, Member of the Hague Center for Law and Arbitration, Senior
Lecturer at the Free Faculty of Law, Economics and Management, Paris, France

Isabel Dusterhéft, LL.M., Utrecht, M.A. Hamburg, Germany

Penelope Ehrhardt, MSt in International Human Rights Law Candidate, University of
Oxford, UK

Lena ElI-Malak, PhD in Public International Law SOAS, Legal Counsel, UAE

Ali Ercan, Researcher and Intern at the OIC Mission to the United Nations, New York,
USA

Siavash Eshghi, PhD candidate, SOAS University, London, UK

Marco Fasciglione, Researcher in International Law, International Institute for Legal
Studies, Naples, Italian National Research Council, Italy

Matteo Fornari, Researcher in International Law, Faculty of Law, University of Milan-
Bicocca, Italy

Francisco Forrest Martin, Former Ariel F. Sallows Professor of Human Rights, University
of Saskatchewan, College of Law, Canada

Fabrizio Forte, PhD Candidate, University Federico Il, Solicitor, Naples, Italy

Micaela Frulli, Associate Professor of International Law, University of Florence, Italy
Domenico Gallo, Judge, Italian Supreme Court, Rome, Italy

Cristina Garcia-Pascual, Professor of Law, Human Rights Institute, University of Valencia,
Spain

Jose Antonio Garcia-Saez, International Law Researcher, Human Rights Institute,
University of Valencia, Spain

Andrés Gascon-Cuenca, PhD candidate, Human Rights Institute, University of Valencia,
Spain.

Francesco M. Genovesi, Attorney at Law, Milan, Italy

Andrea Giardina, Emeritus Professor of International Law, University La Sapienza, Rome,
Italy

Jérémie Gilbert, Reader in Law, University of East London, School of Law and Social
Sciences, London, UK

Andrés Felipe Gémez Ariza, Colombia, Public International Law LLM candidate, University
of Leicester, UK

Henning Grosse Ruse, PhD, Khan, King’s College, Faculty of Law, University of
Cambridge, UK

Kelly L. Grotke, PhD, Affiliate Research Fellow, Erik Castrén Institute of International Law
and Human Rights, University of Helsinki, Faculty of Law, Iceland

Kumaravadivel Guruparan, Lecturer, Department of Law, University of Jaffna, Sri Lanka
Mateenah Hunter, LLB (Wits), LLM Public Interest Law and Policy (UCLA), Attorney,
South Africa

Ivan Ingravallo, Associate Professor of International Law, University of Bari, Italy

Issaaf Ben Khalifa, Lawyer, University of Carthage, Tunisia

Urfan Khaliq, Professor of International Law, Cardiff University, UK

Ahmed Amine Khamlichi, Investigator at the CNRS, France

Adilur Rahman Khan, Senior Advocate at Supreme Court of Bangladesh
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284.

Shoaib M. Khan, Solicitor, Human Rights activist, London, UK

Daniela Kravetz, International Criminal Justice and Gender Expert, The Hague, The
Netherlands

Azra Kuci, Human Rights Lawyer, LLM Graduate, Geneva Academy of International
Humanitarian Law and Human Rights, Bosnia and Herzegovina

Massimo La Torre, Professor of Law, University of Hull (UK), Catanzaro University, Italy
Roberto Lamacchia, Lawyer, President, Association Democratic Jurists, Turin, Italy
Michelle Landy, Solicitor, London, UK

Federico Lenzerini, Assistant Professor of International Law, University of Siena, Italy
Afsaneh Lotfizadeh, Human Rights Researcher (UCL LLM graduate), London, United
Kingdom

Michael Lynk, Professor, Faculty of Law, Western University, London, Ontario, Canada
Osama Malik, Advocate, Islamabad High Court Bar Association, Pakistan

Marina Mancini, Senior Lecturer in International Law, Mediterranean University of Reggio
Calabria, Italy

Ana Manero Salvador, Associate Professor of Public International Law, University Carlos
[ll, Madrid, Spain

Fabio Marcelli, Research Director, Institute for International Legal Studies of the National
Research Council, Rome, Bureau Member of IADL, Italy

Gllberto Pagani, Avvocato, Legal Team lItalia,

Antonio Martinez Pufial, Professor of Public International Law, Universidade de Santiago
de Compostela, Spain

Mari Matsuda Professor, William S. Richardson School of Law, USA

David McQuoid-Mason, Director, Centre for Socio-Legal Studies, University of KwaZulu-
Natal, Durban, South Africa.

Maeve McMahon, Associate Professor, Law and Legal Studies, Carleton University,
Ottawa, Canada

Ladan Mehranvar, PhD candidate in International Law, Faculty of Law, University of
Toronto, Canada

Ezio Menzione, Lawyer, Legal Team ltalia, Italy

Ruth Mestre, Professor of Law, Human Rights Institute, University of Valencia, Spain
Lies Michielsen, Lawyer Antwerp, Belgium

Jeanne Mirer, President, International Association of Democratic Lawyers

Bela Mongia, Human Rights Researcher, (UCL Human Rights student), London, United
Kingdom

Lavinia Monti, PhD candidate in International Law and Human Rights, University La
Sapienza, Rome, Italy

Gloria M. Moran, Professor of Law, Religion and Public Policy, UDC, Spain/USA
Giuseppe Morgese, Senior Lecturer in European Uninion Law, University of Bari, Italy
Raffaella Multedo, Lawyer, Legal Team ltalia, Italy

Raymond Murphy, Professor of Law and Human Rights, Irish Centre for Human Rights,
Galway, Northern Ireland

Francesca Mussi, PhD candidate in International Law, University of Milan- Bicocca, Italy
Egeria Nalin, Senior Lecturer in International Law, Faculty of Political Science, University
of Bari Aldo Moro, Italy

Nina Navid, Human Rights Researcher, (UCL MA Human Rights graduate), London, U.K.
Mary Nazzal-Batayneh, Barrister, Palestine Legal Aid Fund, Amman, Jordan
Dorothy-Jean O'Donnell, Lawyer, Hope, British Columbia, Canada

Maria Irene Papa, Senior Lecturer in International Law, Faculty of Law, University La
Sapienza, Rome, Italy

Facolta di Giurisprudenza
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Brad Parker, Attorney, Defence for Children International Palestine, USA

Gilberto Pagani, Lawyer, Milan, Italy

Brunilda Pali, Researcher, KU Leuven Institute of Criminology, Leuven, Belgium

Paolo Picone, Emeritus Professor of International Law, University La Sapienza, Rome,
Member of Institut de Droit International, Member of Accademia Nazionale dei Lincei, Italy
Enrique Pochat, profesor de Derechos Humanos en la Universidad Nacional de Quilmes,
Argentina

Giuseppe Puma - PhD, International Law, University La Sapienza, Rome, Italy

Antonio Martinez Pufial, Professor of Public International Law, University of Santiago de
Compostela, Spain

Micol Savia, human rights lawyer, permanent representative of the International
Association of Democratic Lawyers (IADL) at the UN, Italy

Chiara Ragni, Senior Researcher and Assistant Professor of International Law, University
of Milan, Italy

Michael Ratner, President Emeritus, Center for Constitutional Rights, New York, USA
Edel Reagan, LLM, Irish Center for Human Rights, Galway, Northern Ireland

Clara Rigoni, PhD Candidate, Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International Criminal
Law, Freiburg, Germany

Suncana Roksandi¢ Vidlicka, assistent lecturer Faculty of Law, University of Zagreb, PhD
Candidate Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International Criminal Law, Freiburg,
Germany

Yashvir Roopun, Barrister at Law, UK

Itziar Ruiz-Gimenez Arrieta, Lecturer of International Relations, University Autonoma of
Madrid, Spain

Simeon A. Sahaydachny, LL.M in International Law, New Jersey, USA

Francesco Saluzzo, PhD candidate in International Law, University of Palermo, Italy
Laura Salvadego, research Fellow in International Law, University of Ferrara, ltaly
Stephanie Schlickewei, Research Associate in Public International Law, University of Kiel,
Germany

Smita Shah, Barrister, Garden Court Chambers, London, UK

Rasha Sharkia, Media Advisor, Israel/Palestine,UCL MA Human Rights graduate, London,
UK.

Francesco Sindico, Reader in International Environmental Law, University of Strathclyde
Law School, Glasgow, UK

Francisco Soberon, Director Fundador, Asociacion Pro Derechos Humanos (APRODEH),
Lima, Peru

Angeles Solanes-Corella, Professor of Law, Human Rights Institute, University of
Valencia, Spain

Mihira Sood, Human Rights Lawyer, Supreme Court of India, India

Marta Sosa Navarro, Lawyer and International Criminal Law researcher, PhD in
International Criminal Law, Universidad Carlos Il de Madrid, Spain

Pamela Spees, Senior Staff Attorney, Centre for Constitutional Rights, New York, USA
Euan Sutherland, CB, Barrister and Parliamentary Draftsman, London, UK

Patrice Tacita, Lawyer, Member of LKP, Guadeloupe

Dennis Tdllborg, Professor in Legal Science, STIAS Fellow, University of Gothenburg,
Sweden

Seline Trevisanut, Assistant Professor in International Law, University of Utrecht, The
Netherlands.

Maia Trujillo, Senior Programme Officer for International Law and Human Rights, The
Hague, The Netherlands

Lydia Vicente-Marquez, Executive Director, Rights International Spain
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Luisa Vierucci, Lecturer in International Law, university of Florence, Italy

Gianluca Vitale, Lawyer, Legal Team ltalia, Italy

Daniela Vitiello, PhD, International Law and EU Law, University La Sapienza, Rome, Italy
Dr. Benjamin Vogel, Senior Researcher, Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International
Criminal Law, Freiburg i. Br., Germany

R.B.J. Walker, Professor, University of Victoria, Canada, and PUC-Rio de Janeiro, Brazil
Burns H Weston, Bessie Dutton Murray Distinguished Professor of Law Emeritus and
Senior Scholar, Ul Center for Human Rights, The University of lowa, USA

Laura Westra, PhD, University of Windsor, Canada - International Law

University Bicocca, Milan, Italy

John Whitbeck, Expert on International Law, former legal advisor, Palestinian Negotiation
Team

Richard Wild, Lecturer, School of Law, University of Greenwich, UK

Pal Wrange, Professor of International Law, Stockholm University, Sweden

Selma Abdel Qader, LLM, SciencesPo, PSIA, Paris, France

Jacqueline Alsaid, LLM, freelance writer and Human Rights Activist, UK

Soumaya Ben Dhaou, PhD, Assistant Professor Nipissing University, ON, Canada
Francisco Bernete, Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Spain

Carla Biavati, Members of the IPRI - Institute for Peace Research, Italian branch

Linda Bimbi, International Section of the Lelio and Lisli Basso Foundation, Rome
Robert Bourque, Professor of Philosophy and Political Science, College de Thetford and
UMCE University, Canada

Elpidio Capasso, Member of Naples City Council and lawyer, Italy

Joseph Chiume, Barrister, Malawi

Elena Coccia, Member of Naples City Council and lawyer, Italy

Esmeralda Colombo, Legal Practitioner, (LLM, College d’Europe), Milan, Italy

Antonio Crocetta, Member of Naples City Council and lawyer, Italy

Maurizio Cucci, Member of the IPRI - Institute for Peace Research, Italian branch
Simon Dalby, professor, Wilfrid Laurier University, USA

Luigi De Magistris, Mayor of Naples and former Judge, Italy

Silvia De Michelis, PhD candidate, University of Bradford, Department of Peace Studies,
Bradford, UK

Gennaro Esposito, Member of Naples City Council and lawyer, Italy

Roja Fazaeli, Lecturer in Islamic Studies, Department of Near and Middle Eastern Studies,
Trinity College Dublin, Ireland

Andrea Florence, Master in International Law (IHEID), Brazil

Alejandro Forero, Researcher, Observatory on Penal System and Human Rights
University of Barcelona, Spain

César Alejandro Gonzalez Carrillo, Master in law

Universidad de Guadalajara, Guadalajara, Jalisco, México

Héctor Grad, Associate Professor, Social Anthropology, University Autbnoma, Madrid,
Spain

Cristina Greco, PhD in Semiotics, Department of Communication and Social Research,
Rome University Sapienza, Italy

Sondra Hale, Research Professor and Professor Emerita, Anthropology and Gender
Studies, UCLA; and Coordinator, California Scholars for Academic Freedom, USA
Remzi Halil, LLB, UK

Naomi Head, Lecturer in Politics, University of Glasgow, UK
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Carlo lannello, Member of Naples City Council and lawyer, Italy

Mahmood M. Jaludi, Rutgers University, Newark, New Jersey, USA

Rabania Khan, LLB, UK

Ronald C. Kramer, Professor of Sociology and Criminology, Western Michigan University,
USA

Charles H. Manekin, Professor of Philosophy, University of Maryland, USA

Sarah Maranlou, Independent Legal Researcher, UK

Lloyd K. Marbet, Executive Director, Oregon Conservancy Foundation, USA

Miriam McColgan, Solicitor (Lawyer), Dublin, Ireland

Giuseppe Nesi, Dean of the Law School, University of Trento, Italy

Alba Nogueira Lopez, Associate Professor of Administrative Law, University of Santiago
de Compostela, Spain

Francis Oeser, Poet, London, UK

Sarah Pallesen, MA Social Anthropology of Development, School of Oriental and African
Studies (SOAS), University of London, UK

Daniele Perissi, LL.M Graduate, Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and
Human Rights, Italy

Raffaele Porta, Professor, Chemical Sciences, University Federico Il, Naples Italy
Nicola Quatrano, Judge, OSSIN - International Observatory on Human Rights, Italy
Minhaj Quazi, B.Com(Hons) M.Com, LL.B.

Rezaur Rahman Lenin, Executive Director, Law Life Culture, Bangladesh

Jale Reshat, Solicitor, UK

Dario Rossi, Lawyer, Italy

Marco Russo, Member of Naples City Council and lawyer, Italy

Ghassan Shahrour, MD

Lloyd Schneider, Retired Minister, United Church of Christ, Delegate to General Synod
2015, Tuolumne, California, USA

Gene, Schulman, Former senior editor, Overseas American Academy, Geneva,
Switzerland

Salvatore Talia, graduate in law, Universita degli Sudi di Milano, Italy

Carlo Tagliacozzo, Human Rights Activist, Turin, Italy

Jeanne Theoharis, Distinguished Professor of Political Science, Co-Founder of Educators
for Civil Liberties , Brooklyn College of CUNY, New York, USA

Ismail Waheed, Lecturer, Institute of Islamic Studies, Maldives

Paul Wapner, Professor, School of International Service, American University, USA
Said Zulficar, Network for Colonial Freedom
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