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London/Diisseldorf, 30 December 2017

. ELDH demands the immediate release of
Selcuk KOZAGACLI and the other lawyers from CHD and OHP

Too often progressive lawyers are the target of arbitrary state violence and oppression.
They are oppressed because they defend workers, trade unionists, political activists, alleged
terrorists, and victims of state violence. They are oppressed because they fight for the
upholding of human rights and labour law. They are oppressed because they seek to fulfil
their professional functions. They have been oppressed simply because they are lawyers.

The latest outrageous example of such oppression has taken place in Turkey. Two
progressive lawyers’ associations have been banned by state of emergency decrees, although
neither association has even been suspected of being involved in the failed military coup of
15 July 2016. Both associations are members of ELDH.

Recently, there has been a wave of new arrests . Selcuk KOZAGACLI, the president of CHD, is
one of the victims, among many others.

Detained CHD lawyers

e Behig Asci (Urfa)

e Aysegil Cagatay (Ankara)
e Aycan Cicek (lzmir)

e Naciye Demir (Istanbul)

e Naim. F. Eminoglu (Ankara)
e Siikriye Erden (Istanbul)

e Yagmur Ereren (Ordu)

ELDH European Association of Lawyers for Democracy & World Human Rights

President: Professor Bill Bowring, London | E-Mail: bill.bowring@eldh.eu | Phone +44 (0)781 048 34 39
Présidente d’honneur: Professeure Monique Chemillier-Gendreau, Paris

Secretary General: Thomas Schmidt (lawyer), Diisseldorf| E-Mail: thomas.schmidt@eldh.eu |

Phone +49 (0)172 68 10 888

Postal address: ELDH | Thomas Schmidt | Platanenstrasse 13 | D — 40233 Diisseldorf (Germany)

Website: www.eldh.eu



e Engin Gokoglu (Ankara)

e Siileyman Gokten (Istanbul)
e Selguk Kozagacli (Ankara)

e Ahmet Mandaci (Istanbul)
e Zehra Ozdemir (Istanbul)

e Ebru Timtik (Istanbul)

e Barkin Timtik (Istanbul)

e Yaprak Turkmen (Istanbul)
e Aytac Unsal (Ankara)

e Didem Baydar Unsal (Ankara)
e Ozgiir Yilmaz (Istanbul)

Detained OHP lawyers

e Ozlem Gimiistas (istanbul),

e Cemo Tlyslz (Urfa)

e Sezin Ugar (istanbul),

e Halil ibrahim Vargiin (Ankara)

ELDH demands the immediate release of Selcuk Kozagach and the other lawyers, the
cessation of the proceedings against them, and also demands that they receive full
compensation for their arrest, for the injuries some of them received, and for the damages
done to their reputations as lawyers, as well as for the economic damage they suffered while
unable to work..

ELDH demands furthermore that the Turkish government respects the professional work and
role of lawyers, and complies in particular with Article 9 of the UN International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights as well as Art. 16 and 18 of the UN Basic Principles on the Role of
Lawyers.

ELDH assures its full solidarity to all members of Turkish Bar Associations who struggle for the
release of lawyers who have been detained for political reasons in Turkey, simply because
they represent clients in political cases; and to the struggle of the Turkish Bar Associations for
the reinstatement of the rule of law in Turkey and for strengthening of the independence of
the judicial system in Turkey.
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