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ELDH Statement – solidarity conference with detained lawyers in Turkey 

 

Yesterday evening, more than 70 lawyers from all over the world followed the call for 

a video conference in solidarity with lawyers imprisoned for political reasons in 

Turkey, with interventions from Ayşe Bingöl of the Turkey Human Rights Litigation 

Support Project, Barbara Spinelli of Giuristi Democratici, and Şerife Ceren Uysal, of 

the Progressive Lawyers Alliance (ÇHD). The lawyers unanimously called for the 

immediate release of the lawyers detained in Turkey. The lives of the imprisoned 

lawyers, including 7 lawyers of the ÇHD and 3 lawyers of the ÖHD, are acutely 

endangered by the spreading Covid-19 Pandemic and the shocking prison conditions 

in Turkey.  32 Turkish bar associations demanded on 19 March 2020 that the Turkish 

government takes appropriate measures to protect the lives of the detainees from the 

spreading C-19 epidemic and to release them.  The bar associations explicitly 

mentioned lawyers who have been imprisoned for political reasons.  

In the meantime, the Turkish government has decided to release 90,000 of the total of 

300,000 detainees due to the spreading epidemic. However, persons who have been 

convicted of supporting terrorism are excluded from this measure. The lawyers 

concerned and their defence lawyers have all appealed against their convictions. 

They point out that the accusations lack any factual basis and were based on 

incorrect assessment of the evidence. This opinion was also shared by the 

participants in the video conference, many of whom had in the past taken part in the 

trials against the lawyers as observers. 

The competent Turkish court, which had jurisdiction, initially had no reservations 

about releasing the defendants from custody during the ongoing proceedings. Only 

after a questionable exchange of judges was detention ordered again. There is 
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therefore no justification for endangering the lives of the lawyers by the increased risk 

of infection due to the prison conditions. 

Following the conference, outcomes include to organise and send representatives to 

a press conference targeted at Turkish and international media on 7 April, and to 

send faxes/emails to the Turkish Ministry of Justice pressurising them to release 

political prisoners. 

Contact details of the Turkish Minister of Justice 

MINISTER OF JUSTICE, Abdulhamit GÜL 

Address: 06659 KIZILAY / ANKARA 

Fax: +90 (0312) 419 33 70 

E-Mail: info@adalet.gov.tr 

 

The conference was organised by the Haldane Society of Socialist Lawyers 

(England), the International Association of Democratic Lawyers (IADL), the European 

Association of Democratic Lawyers (ELDH), the European Democratic Lawyers 

(EDL).   

 

 

 


