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Against the criminalisation of refugees and their supporters 

ELDH condemns the decision of the Locri tribunal to inflict a criminal sentence of 13 years and two months 

on the former mayor of Riace, Domenico Lucano. This is another shocking example of the criminalisation of 

refugees and their supporters by Italian judges, and also of the abuse of courts for reactionary political 

purposes 

Lucano became known all over Europe for providing abandoned houses to hundreds of migrants. He was 

mayor of the small town on Calabria's southern coast from 2004 to 2018, and provided hundreds of migrants 

with abandoned houses belonging to residents in the remote district of Riace Borgo, in the hilly hinterland, 

who had emigrated. Lucano and his supporters in Italy and around the world argued that this had breathed 

new life into the "dying village," 

Lucano’s only “guilty” act has been that of courageously promoting an innovative policy of   hospitality and 

integration for migrants. The policy led to the sustainable development of the de-populated territory, as well 

as fighting against the mafia and racism. 

The disproportionately high penalty inflicted on the former mayor stands in clear contradiction to other 

decisions of the Supreme Court.  The sentence is almost double that requested by the prosecutor and 

resembles more of a vengeance meted out by local traditional powers, including the mafia, than to a 

legitimate sentence by magistrates in accordance with Italy’s constitutional system.  

His arrest came a week after Italy’s former far-right interior minister, Matteo Salvini, announced a series of 

anti-immigration measures, which included slashing funds for migrant reception and integration. It also 

followed the suspension by the public broadcaster, Rai, of a TV show about Riace during the investigation. 

The judges of Locri applied the Erdogan model, which is the pitiless repression of every humanitarian action, 

with the clear intent of annihilating the powerful example of Lucano and his administration in Riace as 

defenders of human rights. 
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For the extraordinary regional elections in Calabria this Sunday, Lucano is the top candidate on the left-wing 

list for a seat in the regional parliament in Catanzaro.  According to current case law, anyone who has been 

sentenced to imprisonment in the first instance may not run for a political mandate, so Lucano's candidacy 

for Sunday's elections is invalid. Therefore, Lucano's conviction can also be considered as an electoral 

interference.  

ELDH expresses its solidarity with Domenico Lucano, reiterating its longstanding commitment to justice, the 

rule of law and humanity. 

ELDH expects the Locri decision to be overturned and reversed on appeal, to conform with the model of 

justice based on the rule of law and on humanitarian principles. 

 

 

 


